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especially when they age into adult-
hood, those resources are not there. 

Mr. Speaker, Sesame Street recently 
introduced a character with autism 
named Julia to teach audiences about 
inclusion. This month is part of a larg-
er conversation about autism derived 
from a place of positivity. 

I am hopeful that Julia can help con-
vey such a message to our youth, and I 
will continue supporting programs that 
help people with autism and their fami-
lies by providing the tools they need to 
succeed. 

f 

CONGRATULATING WESLEY SO ON 
HIS CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Wesley So of 
Minnetonka, Minnesota, who earlier 
this month became the United States 
chess champion. At 23 years of age, 
Wesley is already one of the world’s top 
chess grandmasters. 

In St. Louis, for the U.S. Chess 
Championship, Wesley So and his oppo-
nent went into a playoff after a two- 
way tie for first place. In the two-game 
playoff, So won the first game handily 
and was able to force a draw in the sec-
ond game with a perpetual check with 
his knight. He extended his no-loss 
streak to 67 games, one of the longest 
runs in the game’s history. 

Mr. Speaker, Wesley So has quickly 
made a name for himself in the world 
of chess since coming to America from 
the Philippines 5 years ago. He is now 
the world’s number two ranked player 
and is in prime position to play the 
world’s top player, Norway’s Magnus 
Carlsen. 

Congratulations to Wesley So on an 
impressive run of dominance. We will 
be cheering for him as he continues to 
work on becoming the first American 
chess grandmaster in more than 40 
years. 

f 

AVOID GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge this Congress to work to-
gether to avoid a shutdown of the Fed-
eral Government this week. 

We must pass a clean funding bill 
that Members from both parties can 
support, without any ideological riders. 
We cannot allow the American public 
and central coast families in my dis-
trict to foot the bill resulting from par-
tisan gridlock. A shutdown would mean 
disrupting economic growth and poten-
tially triggering job losses across the 
country, as we experienced in the par-
tisan 2013 shutdown. 

A shutdown damages both our econ-
omy and national security. It is vital 
that this Congress put forward a clean 
funding resolution. It would be irre-

sponsible for us to engage in partisan 
political games with the funding of our 
Federal Government. 

f 

HONORING NANCY LOMBARDO ON 
HER RETIREMENT 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late Nancy Lombardo on her well-de-
served retirement. 

Nancy is the executive officer for the 
Clearfield County League on Social 
Services in Pennsylvania’s Fifth Con-
gressional District. For the past nearly 
20 years, she has been instrumental in 
leading several programs that the 
league provides for the betterment of 
local communities. 

Nancy manages several programs, in-
cluding Child Care Information Serv-
ices of Clarion, Clearfield, and Jeffer-
son Counties; Children First, which is a 
seminar for divorced parents to help 
cope with divorce and how it affects 
their children; Safe Haven, which pro-
vides a safe meeting place for custodial 
parents to have their children visit 
with the noncustodial parent; as well 
as the Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram. 

Nancy has given her time to numer-
ous boards to advocate for children’s 
needs, day care services, child advo-
cacy centers, children youth services, 
and more. She has been a valuable and 
dedicated leader to the league for 
many years, and she will be missed. 

On behalf of the Congress of the 
United States, I wish Nancy Lombardo 
all the best in her retirement. 

f 

EDUCATION FUNDING IN THE 
PRESIDENT’S BUDGET 

(Mrs. TORRES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, our chil-
dren are this Nation’s greatest asset. 
Our future is in their hands. We have 
to make sure that they have the tools 
they need to lead our country and 
tackle whatever challenges the future 
holds. 

This is why I was shocked the Presi-
dent’s budget makes drastic cuts to 
education—cuts that will have the big-
gest impact on kids who need our help 
the most. 

In my district, a quarter of our kids 
live in poverty, with parents working 
long hours and multiple jobs just to 
make ends meet. Yet President Trump 
wants to cut before- and afterschool 
programs, as well as over $4 million in 
programs to hire and train teachers 
and reduce class size. 

As this Congress crafts our budget, I 
ask my Republican colleagues to reject 
these cuts and to truly invest in our fu-
ture. We will never make America 
great if we leave our kids behind. 

NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH 

(Mr. COMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring awareness to April being 
National Donate Life Month. 

There are currently 117,992 people 
who need lifesaving organ transplants. 
Of those, there are nearly 1,000 Ken-
tuckians on that list. To put it in per-
spective, every 10 minutes, someone is 
added to that list. 

Despite advances in medicine, there 
continues to be a gap between supply 
and demand. On average, 22 people die 
each day while waiting for a trans-
plant. Kentucky legislation passed in 
2006 enabling its residents to have their 
wishes documented through the Ken-
tucky Organ Donor Registry. By join-
ing the registry, an individual’s wishes 
are documented electronically in a safe 
and secure database. Several States 
have also created their own registry. 

Ninety-five of Americans are in favor 
of being a donor, but only 54 percent 
are registered. This is why registering 
to be an organ donor is so important. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to rec-
ognize my field representative, Amelia 
Wilson, who received a liver transplant 
in 2005, and is currently awaiting a sec-
ond transplant. Amelia, my longtime 
friend and a fellow Monroe County na-
tive, resides in Livingston County with 
her husband, Allen Wilson. 

After courageously undergoing her 
first transplant, Amelia has dedicated 
herself to advocating for organ dona-
tion. We are lucky to have her serving 
the First District as our field rep-
resentative. Beyond her service to Ken-
tucky, her activism for this noble 
cause is what truly elevates her as an 
advocate, friend, and servant of the 
First District. 

During National Donate Life Month, 
I encourage everyone to remember the 
bravery and diligence of people like 
Amelia. This April, please consider the 
importance of donating life. 

f 

b 1930 

WE MUST AVOID A GOVERNMENT 
SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. BEYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
urge my colleagues to do everything in 
our power to avoid a government shut-
down. Federal workers protect our pub-
lic health and environment, they de-
liver our mail, they help our businesses 
and home buyers, and they keep us 
safe. Shutting down the government 
would suspend their paychecks, dam-
age their morale, and shut off the es-
sential services they provide. 

My friend, Mr. WITTMAN, and I have 
drafted legislation to protect the pay 
of Federal employees in case Congress 
and the White House fail to reach an 
agreement. I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to cosponsor the 
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Federal Employee Retroactive Pay 
Fairness Act. 

This bill is unusual. Usually you do 
everything you can when you introduce 
a bill to get it passed. You work hard 
to get it written into law. But this bill, 
I will do everything I can to prevent it 
from being considered because, if it be-
comes law, it means that Congress has 
failed and we have shut down our gov-
ernment. 

Republicans hold the White House 
and both Chambers of the Congress, so 
what happens next is up to them. I 
hope my friends here will have nothing 
to do with the White House plan to 
hold hostage the budget agreement and 
payments to stabilize health insurance 
rates. I urge my colleagues to act 
swiftly and responsibly to work out a 
bipartisan funding bill and avoid a gov-
ernment shutdown. 

f 

ESSENTIAL AIR SERVICE FUNDING 
CUTS 

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
on behalf of communities across Michi-
gan’s First District that depend on Es-
sential Air Service funding for indus-
try, mobility, and economic success. I 
believe that, when it comes to pro-
tecting taxpayer dollars, we as Con-
gress have a fiduciary responsibility to 
the American people. We owe it to 
them to evaluate what is working and 
what isn’t and make the appropriate 
adjustments. 

The Essential Air Service program is 
a great example of a program that is 
working, and I am proud to support it. 
EAS grants make it possible for 8 of 
the 10 airports in Michigan’s First Dis-
trict to provide reliable air services, 
promote economic stability and job 
growth, and support a healthy tourism 
industry in the Upper Peninsula and 
throughout northern Michigan. 

The benefits that this program pro-
vides to small towns and cities in 
Michigan and across the United States 
are well worth the investment, and I 
look forward to working with my col-
leagues in Congress to ensure full Es-
sential Air Service funding. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF SHARON 
GIESE 

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the life of Sharon 
Giese. Sharon passed away unexpect-
edly in Arizona last week, a few short 
days after the death of her husband, 
Burt. 

Sharon was a respected, admired, and 
cherished member of our community. 
She had a long history of promoting 
conservative principles, and everyone 
she touched will miss her steady voice. 
Sharon Giese was a steadfast icon of 

the conservative movement in Arizona 
and a former Republican National 
Committeewoman. 

Mr. Speaker, I pray that the family 
of Burt and Sharon will receive peace 
in remembering their lives of purpose 
and distinction. These two individuals 
made a difference for Arizona and for 
the causes they dedicated themselves 
to. Burt and Sharon left behind a won-
derful legacy for their family, commu-
nity, church, and State. 

Like Sharon, we do not have knowl-
edge of the moment of our life’s final 
breath, but we are exhorted to run with 
endurance the race that is set before 
us. Sharon Giese ran her race with an 
abundance of endurance and inspired 
countless individuals around her. Her 
example will be celebrated and her loss 
mourned. 

f 

AUTISM SPEAKS OUT 
(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight to recognize the beginning of 
World Autism Month. I am wearing 
this blue pin to raise awareness for 
those impacted by autism around the 
country. 

There are over 70 million people with 
autism worldwide, with more children 
diagnosed each year than with AIDS, 
diabetes, and cancer combined. This 
disease impairs the ability for folks to 
communicate and socialize. This April, 
it is my goal to join forces with my 
House colleagues to recognize what has 
become the fastest growing serious de-
velopmental disorder in the United 
States, one that early intervention can 
greatly help. 

On average, having a child with au-
tism costs a family $60,000 per year, an 
expense that many families cannot af-
ford but are left with no choice. 
School-based services provide vital 
education and developmental tools for 
children with autism, but what hap-
pens when the schooldays are over? 
Once a child with autism reaches the 
age of 18, many families face a services 
cliff. They are no longer able to access 
the care they need. 

As we work to reform health care in 
this 115th Congress, we must ensure 
that individuals have access to the af-
fordable treatment they need and im-
prove the outcomes for youth who are 
transitioning out of the school system 
as well. Go to autismspeaks.org, and 
let’s deal with and work for quality of 
life improvements for these folks. I 
urge my House and Senate colleagues 
to do the same. 

f 

MAKE IT IN AMERICA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

FITZPATRICK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, the 
good news is this will probably be 
about 15—maybe 20—minutes, but it is 
a subject that is very, very important 
to all of us. 

Actually, I am going to start on a 
slightly different subject, and that is 
what is wrong with this picture. A mas-
ter sergeant at one of the air bases in 
the United States who has served for 
some almost 30 years, married the last 
18 years to a young woman with three 
children. She attempted to return from 
deployment in the United Kingdom, 
had her passport removed, and she was 
deported to Mexico. Her children are in 
the United States. She served for 18 
years alongside her husband as he built 
and maintained America’s fleet of spy 
planes. 

What is wrong with this picture, 
America, that a wife of a servicemem-
ber who served for 18 years alongside 
her husband, a master sergeant, cannot 
come back into the United States be-
cause of an error that was made years 
and years ago? 

We are going to follow this up. When 
our generals talk about taking care of 
their troops, may I suggest they also 
take care of their spouses. We have got 
work to do here. 

But the subject matter for tonight is 
a little different, although that issue is 
much on my mind. Some of you may 
have seen this on the news a month and 
a half ago. That is the Oroville Dam 
spillway. A maintenance problem not 
paid attention to over the years re-
sulted in a massive failure of the spill-
way and put 188,000 of my constituents 
and Mr. LAMALFA’s constituents at 
risk. 

This is the Interstate 5 bridge in 
Washington State connecting the 
United States to Canada. It collapsed. 
We could put up pictures of other 
bridges in Minnesota, et cetera. What 
we are talking about tonight is infra-
structure, not just about infrastruc-
ture. The President wants a trillion- 
dollar infrastructure program, and we 
await his proposal. It would be good. 
We would put millions of Americans to 
work if we were to have that infra-
structure program. 

But there is more to it than just in-
frastructure. In the last 5-year trans-
portation bill, I was successful in work-
ing with other Members here to insert 
into that bill that at least 70 percent of 
the value in our transit systems be 
American made. So tonight’s subject 
matter is really about the failing infra-
structure, but it is also about making 
it in America. 

This is a subject matter that, for 7 
years, I have talked about on the floor 
here: Make It In America. Our Presi-
dent wants to talk about this and, in 
fact, recently issued an executive order 
that says we ought to make it in Amer-
ica. He instructed his administration, 
as few as they are, to make sure that, 
in every effort, the Buy American pro-
visions be honored. That has not been 
the case in the past. What we need to 
do is make certain that we make it in 
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